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St. Patrick’s Patrick

Keeping Our Lamps Burning: A Parish Growing in Faith and Hope

In the Gospel of Matthew 25:1–13, Jesus tells the parable of the ten virgins who went out to meet the

bridegroom. Five were wise and brought extra oil for their lamps, while five were foolish and came

unprepared. When the bridegroom arrived at midnight, only those who were ready entered the wedding

feast. Jesus concludes with a powerful message: “Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor

the hour.”

This Gospel invites us to reflect on our spiritual readiness. The oil in our lamps represents the faith, love,

prayer, and good works that sustain our relationship with God. We cannot borrow someone else’s faith

when life’s challenges come. Each of us must cultivate a personal relationship with Christ through daily

prayer, participation in the Eucharist, forgiveness, generosity, and service to others.

Sometimes we become spiritually sleepy. We postpone prayer, delay reconciliation, take our faith for

granted, or become so occupied with our daily responsibilities that we forget what matters most. Jesus

reminds us that faith is not something we practice occasionally; it is a daily commitment. We must keep our

lamps burning through acts of kindness, compassion, patience, and love.

A Parish Keeping Its Lamps Burning. Here at St. Patrick, we have wonderful reasons to be grateful and

hopeful. Our Building on Faith, Serving the Future capital campaign has reached an extraordinary

milestone of $2,659,100 in pledges, representing 89% of our $3 million goal! This achievement reflects

your generosity, commitment, leadership, and love for our parish. Thank you for believing in our mission.

Your contributions will help strengthen our parish, preserve our sacred spaces, and build a legacy of faith

for future generations. May God bless everyone who has participated in this important journey.

We are also encouraged by the growth in our parish attendance. Our October count shows a significant

increase compared with last year. In October 2025, our four-Sunday count was 3,100, averaging 775

people per Sunday. This October, the four-Sunday count increased to 3,799, with an average of 949 people

per Sunday. That is an increase of 699 people over the four Sundays, or approximately 22.5%!

These numbers represent more than statistics. They represent people, families, children, visitors, and

individuals seeking a deeper relationship with God. They are signs of a living and growing faith community.

Let us continue welcoming newcomers, strengthening our ministries, and making everyone feel at home at

St. Patrick.

My dear parish family, the bridegroom is coming, and Jesus calls us to remain ready. Let us keep our

lamps burning through faith, hope, generosity, and love. May our parish continue to shine as a beacon of

Christ’s light in our community. Thank you for being part of the St. Patrick family. Together, let us keep

building on faith and serving the future!

Fr. Patrick Kizza
P A S T O R



Sunday, November 8

Sharing Tree - GA

8:00am  –  Mass – Msgr. Dempsey  ·  Intention: † Bertha D’Souza, req. Menuhin

D’Souza

8:30am  –  Religious Ed Classes - PC

10:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Franzman  ·  Intention: † Bob Bartlett, req. The Barrett & Weier

family

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Sean  ·  Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

Monday, November 9 · Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: † Bob Bartlett, req. Ted & Liz Brandt

4:30pm  –  Religious Ed Grades 1-7 - PC

4:30pm  –  OCIA - YR

6:30pm  –  Men’s Group Meeting - PC

Tuesday, November 10

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: Special intention for 1st Lt. Emilia Puszynski, req. her

grandparents

Wednesday, November 11 · Veterans Day

8:00am  –  Mass

Intentions:

† Mary Chan, req. Frederick & Lucia Chan

† Robert Gorman, req. Mary Beth Hand

8:30am  –  Adoration - OC

6:15pm  –  Benediction - OC

7:00pm  –  OCIA - CR

7:00pm  –  Wednesday Bible Study - YR

Thursday, November 12

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: † Daniel Gaughan, req. The Polar Bear Club

9:00am  –  Adult Scripture - PC

5:45pm  –  Children’s Choir Rehearsal - MC

Friday, November 13

8:00am  –  Mass

Intentions:

† Fr. Frances McDonnell, req. Leo & Meg Bressanelli

† Annie Browe, req. Molly Browe

6:00pm  –  Angelus/Adv. Prayer - MC

Saturday, November 14

5:00pm  –  Mass – Fr. Webb

Intentions:

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus

† Roger Risher, req. Ken & Mary Billings

Sunday, November 15

8:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Jerry  ·  Intention: † Fritz Romberger, req. Menuhin D’Souza

8:30am  –  Religious Ed Classes - PC

10:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick (6th Grade Mass; PPC/Finance Council Commissioning)

Intentions:

Holy Souls in Purgatory, req. Madeleine McCoy

Deceased members of the Ruedig family, req. Therese Ruedig

Deceased members of the Gewalt & Gesell families, req. Barbara Gewalt

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Sean  ·  Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

3:30pm  –  Confirmation Classes - PC

PRAYERS

Please keep in your prayers …

The healing and restoration of the sick

of our parish and the needs &

intentions inscribed in our Parish Book

of Prayer & Prayer Wall.

SCAN TO SIGN UP FOR ADORATION

GIVE ONLINE

Support St. Patrick through online

giving. Scan the QR code to visit our

GiveCentral page.

FINANCES

Sunday Collection for the Weekend

of Oct 31-Nov 1, 2026

Actual $13,972

Budget $17,650

Surplus/(Deficit) ($3,678)

Fiscal Year to Date

Ordinary Income $461,230

Ordinary Expense $548,719

Surplus/(Deficit) ($87,489)













St. Patrick Church

991 S. Waukegan Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045

Phone: 847-234-1401

www.stpatrick-lakeforest.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Patrick Kizza, Pastor
Email: pkizza@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Dempsey, Pastor Emeritus
Email: rdempsey@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

PARISH STAFF

Jennifer Boldry, Director of Operations
Email: jboldry@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Maristella Lee, Director of Music
Email: mlee@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Joanne Manarik, Administrative Assistant
Email: jmanarik@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Dianne Marshall, Director of Faith Formation for Youth

and Children
Email: dmarshall@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Yasmin Alba, Administrative Assistant for Faith

Formation
Email: yalba@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Nicole Bacarella, Director of Youth Ministry
Email: nbacarella@churchofstmary.org

Jack Miller, Maintenance

Jose Felix, Maintenance

DEACON COUPLES

John and Janet Morris
Email: jbmorris@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Frank and Patricia De Frank
Email: fjdefrank@sbcglobal.net

SACRAMENTS AND RESOURCES

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday: 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm in the Main Church

or by appointment

Sacrament of Baptism
Sundays: 1:00 pm

Arrangements must be made in advance of the date.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made at least six to eight

months prior to wedding.

Sacrament of the Sick
Contact Fr. Patrick Kizza at 847-234-1401

Holy Communion for the Homebound
Please call the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

New Parishioner Registration
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

Sacrament of Confirmation
Contact Dianne Marshall at 847-234-1401

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
312-534-5254

www.archchicago.org


