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St. Patrick’s Patrick
What Kind of Vineyard Are We Creating?

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is with sadness that I announce the death of our former pastor, Fr. Laurence Dunn, who served our parish as pastor

for fourteen years. Let us remember him with gratitude for his faithful service and keep his family, friends, and loved

ones in our prayers. May the Lord grant him eternal rest and welcome him into the joy of His heavenly kingdom.

In today’s reading, we have to ask this question, what Kind of Vineyard Are We Creating?

There is one question in today’s first reading from Isaiah that has stayed with me: “What more was there to do for my

vineyard that I had not done?”

God lovingly prepares His vineyard, clears away the stones, plants the finest vines, and provides everything necessary

for growth. He expects it to produce good fruit. Instead, He finds injustice and the cries of those who suffer.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that the vineyard belongs to God and has been entrusted to our care. We are not its

owners but its stewards. The question for each of us is simple: What kind of fruit are we producing through the way
we live, love, and treat others?

The responsorial psalm reminds us that God transplanted a vine from Egypt. Throughout Scripture, God’s people are

travelers: Abraham leaves his homeland, the Israelites journey toward freedom, and the Holy Family seeks refuge in

Egypt. Again and again, God accompanies people on their journeys.

Every human life also begins a journey, hidden and fragile in the mother’s womb. If we value life, our responsibility does

not end with protecting it; we must also help it flourish. Every child deserves the opportunity to grow in safety, love,

education, health, and hope. Similarly, families who migrate often undertake difficult journeys because they long for

security and a better future for their children.

As Christians, we recognize that nations have responsibilities to protect the common good and establish orderly

immigration systems. At the same time, we are called to uphold the dignity of every human person, especially the

vulnerable. Our faith challenges us to respond with justice, mercy, compassion, and respect.

Saint Paul encourages us in today’s second reading to focus on whatever is true, honorable, just, and lovely. Fear can

close our hearts, but prayer can help us see others through the eyes of Christ. People may disagree about practical

solutions to difficult social questions, but we must never forget the dignity of those affected by our decisions.

Jesus declares that the stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone. We must be careful not to reject

those whom society overlooks: the unborn, immigrants, refugees, the elderly, the poor, the sick, and children who are

forgotten. Every person is created in God’s image and deserves dignity and compassion.

My brothers and sisters, one day God will ask what fruit we produced in His vineyard. Did we welcome others? Did we

protect the vulnerable? Did we bring hope to those who were suffering? May our parish become a vineyard where

every person encounters God’s love.

As we celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4, we also remember his love for God’s creation and all

creatures. Let us pray that we may become instruments of peace in our families, parish, and world. Let us always pray

the Prayer of St. Francis,

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be

consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born

to eternal life.

Amen.

Fr. Patrick Kizza
P A S T O R



Sunday, October 4

8:00am  –  Mass – Msgr. Dempsey  ·  Intention: † Georgia Griffiths, req. John & Emily

Costigan

8:30am  –  Religious Ed Classes - PC

10:00am  –  Children’s Mass / 7th Grade Mass – Fr. Patrick

Intentions:

† Chan Po Sung, req. Frederick & Lucia Chan

† George Lacko, req. Anthony & Margie Lacko

† LaVerne Sampson, req. Ramiro & Lucia Roman

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Sean  ·  Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

1:30pm  –  Pet Blessing - Courtyard

3:30pm  –  Confirmation Class (8th & 9th Grade) - PC

6:00pm  –  Youth Group

Monday, October 5

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: † Susan Ewert, req. Mary Hess

4:30pm  –  Religious Ed Grades 1-7 - PC

4:30pm  –  OCIA - YR

Tuesday, October 6

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: Special Intention for 1st Lt. Emilia Puszynski, req. Her

Grandparents

8:45am  –  Immaculate Heart Leaders Meeting - CR

Wednesday, October 7

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: Special Intention for Jane Sullivan, req. Barbara Gewalt

8:30am  –  Adoration - OC

10:30am  –  Immaculate Heart Bible Study - PC

6:15pm  –  Benediction - OC

7:00pm  –  Wednesday Bible Study - YR

7:00pm  –  OCIA - CR

Thursday, October 8

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: Holy Souls in Purgatory

9:15am  –  Women’s Group Art Institute Trip

Friday, October 9

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: Special Intention for all the expectant mothers

6:00pm  –  Angelus/Adv. Prayer - MC

Saturday, October 10

5:00pm  –  Mass – Fr. McMahon

Intentions:

† Msgr. Frank Cimarrusti, req. David & Marianna Cimarrusti

† Eleanor Cecilia McGahan, req. Laura & Greg LeVert

6:00pm  –  Welcome Event - YR

Sunday, October 11

8:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick

10:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick

Intentions:

† Connie Damico, req. The Theodore Family

† George Jackson, Sr., req. George & Linda Jackson, Jr.

† Alfonso Alvarez, req. The Pace Family

† Georgia Griffiths, req. St. Patrick Ministers of Care

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Franzman  ·  Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

No RE Classes  –  Sunday, Oct. 11 & Monday, Oct. 12 (Columbus Day)

PRAYERS

Please keep in your prayers …

The healing and restoration of the sick

of our parish and the needs &

intentions inscribed in our Parish Book

of Prayer & Prayer Wall.

DECEASED

Fr. Laurence Dunn

Roger Risher

SCAN TO SIGN UP FOR ADORATION

GIVE ONLINE

Support St. Patrick through online

giving. Scan the QR code to visit our

GiveCentral page.

FINANCES

Sunday Collection for the Weekend

of September 26-27, 2026

Actual $15,599

Budget $17,650

Surplus/(Deficit) ($2,051)

Fiscal Year to Date

Ordinary Income $345,298

Ordinary Expense $401,565

Surplus/(Deficit) ($56,267)













St. Patrick Church

991 S. Waukegan Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045

Phone: 847-234-1401

www.stpatrick-lakeforest.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Patrick Kizza, Pastor
Email: pkizza@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Dempsey, Pastor Emeritus
Email: rdempsey@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

PARISH STAFF

Jennifer Boldry, Operations Director
Email: jboldry@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Maristella Lee, Director of Music
Email: mlee@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Joanne Manarik, Administrative Assistant
Email: jmanarik@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Dianne Marshall, Director of Faith Formation for Youth

and Children
Email: dmarshall@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Yasmin Alba, Administrative Assistant for Faith

Formation
Email: yalba@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

DEACON COUPLES

John and Janet Morris
Email: jbmorris@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Frank and Patricia De Frank
Email: fjdefrank@sbcglobal.net

SACRAMENTS AND RESOURCES

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday: 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm in the Main Church

or by appointment

Sacrament of Baptism
Sundays: 1:00 pm

Arrangements must be made in advance of the date.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made at least six to eight

months prior to wedding.

Sacrament of the Sick
Contact Fr. Patrick Kizza at 847-234-1401

Holy Communion for the Homebound
Please call the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

New Parishioner Registration
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

Sacrament of Confirmation
Contact Dianne Marshall at 847-234-1401

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
312-534-5254

www.archchicago.org


