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St. Patrick’s Patrick

Live Your Yes

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the story of two sons

who are asked by their father to work in the

vineyard. The first says, “I will not,” but later

changes his mind and goes. The second says, “Yes,

sir,” but does not go. Jesus asks, “Which of the two

did his father’s will?” The answer is obvious: the

first son.

This parable speaks of something very ordinary in

our daily lives. We sometimes make promises that

we do not keep. A child may say, “Yes, Mom, I will

clean my room,” but hours later nothing has been

done. An employee may promise to finish an

important task but keeps postponing it. A

husband or wife may say, “I will change,” but the

real change never comes. In parish life, we may

say, “Yes, Father, I will volunteer,” “Yes, I will pray,”

or “Yes, I will become more involved,” but our

actions may tell a different story.

Jesus reminds us that faith is not simply what we

say; faith becomes visible in what we do.

Theologically, the vineyard represents God’s

kingdom and the mission entrusted to us. Every

baptized person is invited to labor in God’s

vineyard. The Father calls each of us: Come,

serve, forgive, pray, love, and help build my

Kingdom. Sometimes our first response may be

hesitation, resistance, or even “no.” We may feel

unworthy, too busy, hurt, tired, or afraid. But the

beautiful message of the Gospel is that our first

response does not have to be our final response.

The first son changed his mind. This is a powerful

image of conversion. Conversion means allowing

God’s grace to change the direction of our lives.

Someone may have been far from God for years

and suddenly returns to prayer. Someone may

have stopped going to Mass and later

rediscovered the Eucharist. Someone may carry

resentment for years and finally decide to forgive.

Someone may have made serious mistakes but

sincerely turns back to God.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation beautifully

expresses this truth. When we come to

confession, we do not come pretending that we

have always said “yes.” We come acknowledging

where we have said “no” to God and asking for

grace to begin again. God does not close the door

on us because of our past. His mercy gives us the

possibility of a new beginning.

The important question is not, “What did I say to

God?” but “What am I doing with what God has

asked of me?”

May we have the humility to recognize our

failures, the courage to change, and the grace to

turn our “no” into a “yes.” For in the end, the

Father is not looking merely for people who say,

“Yes, Lord.” He is looking for disciples who live

their yes.

Lord, send us into your vineyard. Give us hearts

willing to listen, repent, serve, and love. May our

words and our actions become one, so that our

lives may truly reflect your will. Amen.

Fr. Patrick Kizza
P A S T O R



Sunday, September 27

8:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick  ·  Intention: Holy Souls in Purgatory

8:30am  –  Religious Ed Classes - PC

10:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Ray Webb  ·  Intention: Marriage Blessing for Mr. & Mrs. Patrick

Sauser, req. Walt & Peg Wade

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Sean  ·  Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

Monday, September 28

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: Special Intention for 1st Lt. Emilia Puszynski, req. Her

Grandparents

4:30pm  –  Religious Ed Grades 1-7 - PC

4:30pm  –  OCIA - YR

Tuesday, September 29

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: † Jose N. Gomez, Jr., req. Theresa Gomez

Wednesday, September 30

8:00am  –  Mass

Intentions:

† Alice Balakrishnan, req. Bala Balakrishnan

† Joseph Alaimo, req. Katie Andersen

8:30am  –  Adoration - OC

10:30am  –  Immaculate Heart Bible Study - PC

6:15pm  –  Benediction - OC

7:00pm  –  Wednesday Bible Study - YR

7:00pm  –  OCIA - CR

Thursday, October 1

8:00am  –  Mass

Intentions:

† Mildred Nykel, req. Menuhin D’Souza

† Jose N. Gomez, Jr., req. Theresa Gomez

9:30am  –  Adult Scripture - PC

Friday, October 2

6:30am  –  Men’s Group Mass - MC/PC  ·  Intention: † Jim Buzard, req. The Men’s Group/

Paul Lipka

8:00am  –  Mass  ·  Intention: † William Chan, req. Frederick & Lucia Chan

6:00pm  –  Angelus/Adv. Prayer - MC

Saturday, October 3

5:00pm  –  Mass – Fr. Franzman

Intentions:

† John E. Sabalaskey, req. John & MaryJo Sabalaskey

† Mary Ellen Kadleck, req. John & MaryJo Sabalaskey

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus

Sunday, October 4

8:00am  –  Mass – Msgr. Dempsey  ·  Intention: † Georgia Griffiths, req. John & Emily

Costigan

10:00am  –  Children’s Mass / 7th Grade Mass – Fr. Patrick

Intentions:

† Chan Po Sung, req. Frederick & Lucia Chan

† George Lacko, req. Anthony & Margie Lacko

† LaVerne Sampson, req. Ramiro & Lucia Roman

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Sean  ·  Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

1:30pm  –  Pet Blessing - Courtyard

PRAYERS

Please keep in your prayers …

The healing and restoration of the sick

of our parish and the needs &

intentions inscribed in our Parish Book

of Prayer & Prayer Wall.

DECEASED

Georgia Griffiths

SCAN TO SIGN UP FOR ADORATION

GIVE ONLINE

Support St. Patrick through online

giving. Scan the QR code to visit our

GiveCentral page.

FINANCES

Sunday Collection for the Weekend

of September 19-20, 2026

Actual $15,377

Budget $17,650

Surplus/(Deficit) ($2,273)

Fiscal Year to Date

Ordinary Income $320,958

Ordinary Expense $361,719

Surplus/(Deficit) ($40,761)













St. Patrick Church

991 S. Waukegan Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045

Phone: 847-234-1401

www.stpatrick-lakeforest.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Patrick Kizza, Pastor
Email: pkizza@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Rev. Laurence J. Dunn, Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Dempsey, Pastor Emeritus
Email: rdempsey@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

PARISH STAFF

Jennifer Boldry, Operations Director
Email: jboldry@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Maristella Lee, Director of Music
Email: mlee@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Joanne Manarik, Administrative Assistant
Email: jmanarik@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Dianne Marshall, Director of Faith Formation for Youth

and Children
Email: dmarshall@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Yasmin Alba, Administrative Assistant for Faith

Formation
Email: yalba@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

DEACON COUPLES

John and Janet Morris
Email: jbmorris@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Frank and Patricia De Frank
Email: fjdefrank@sbcglobal.net

SACRAMENTS AND RESOURCES

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday: 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm in the Main Church

or by appointment

Sacrament of Baptism
Sundays: 1:00 pm

Arrangements must be made in advance of the date.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made at least six to eight

months prior to wedding.

Sacrament of the Sick
Contact Fr. Patrick Kizza at 847-234-1401

Holy Communion for the Homebound
Please call the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

New Parishioner Registration
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

Sacrament of Confirmation
Contact Dianne Marshall at 847-234-1401

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
312-534-5254

www.archchicago.org


