
August 31, 2025 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This Sunday’s readings call us to reflect deeply on the virtue of humility and how it 
shapes our Christian life. In the Book of Sirach, we hear: “My child, conduct your affairs 
with humility, and you will be loved more than a gift giver… Humble yourself the more, the 
greater you are, and you will find favor with God.” (Sirach 3:17-18). True wisdom, Sirach 
reminds us, is not found in pride or in the pursuit of what is beyond our strength, but 
in simplicity, attentiveness, and acts of charity “Water quenches a flaming fire, and alms 
atone for sins.”
In the Gospel of Luke (14:1, 7-14), Jesus illustrates this same truth with a parable. 
Observing guests seeking the highest places at table, He warns: “Everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” He challenges 
us further: do not invite only those who can repay us, but open our hearts and tables 
to the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. This radical hospitality reflects the 
heart of God and assures us of a reward that is eternal.
Saint Augustine once wrote, “It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility 
that makes men as angels.” Likewise, St. Teresa of Ávila reminded us, “Humility must 
always be doing its work like a bee making its honey in the hive: without humility, all will 
be lost.” In a society that often prizes recognition, wealth, and self-promotion, the 
Christian is called to live differently seeking not honor for ourselves, but to honor God 
by serving others with quiet love.
We see humility alive in our parish community through simple yet profound gestures 
of generosity. I am grateful to all who have signed up to donate flowers for Jesus—an 
offering that reflects both love and devotion. The opportunity is still open; please 
reach out to our office or email Joanne Manarik at jmanarik@stpatrick-lakeforest.org if 
you would like to participate.
Today we also bid farewell to Dawn Isaia on her last Sunday with us at Saint Patrick. 
Though I have known her only briefly, I am deeply grateful for her gifts and the 
blessing she has been to our parish. Let us keep Dawn in our prayers as she begins a 
new chapter in her life, trusting that the Lord will continue to guide her with His grace.
May this week’s readings remind us all: the way of Christ is the way of humility. If we 
live with lowliness of heart, generosity toward the poor, and joy in service, we will find 
favor not only among people, but with God Himself.
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