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Dear brothers and sisters,

In today’s Gospel (Luke 16:1-13) Jesus gives us one of the most puzzling parables: a
dishonest steward who is praised for his shrewdness. At first glance, we may wonder
why Jesus commends such behavior. But Christ is not praising dishonesty; He is
teaching us about wisdom, urgency, and faithfulness in our spiritual lives.

The steward realizes that his time of stewardship is coming to an end and acts
decisively to secure his future. St. Augustine reminds us that “this life is but a journey
towards our true homeland,” urging us to use earthly resources for eternal gain. Our
daily choices — how we use time, talents, and possessions — reveal our deepest
priorities. Jesus challenges us to be trustworthy even in “small matters,” for fidelity in
little things leads to fidelity in greater things.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that “man is entrusted with stewardship
of creation” (CCC 373). This means that everything we have — wealth, relationships,
opportunities — is given to us by God and must be managed for His glory. St. John
Chrysostom puts it bluntly: “Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal
from them and deprive them of life.” The steward’s urgent generosity reminds us that
we, too, must act now in charity, forgiveness, and justice before the Lord calls us to
account.

Finally, Jesus’ words strike at the heart of modern distractions: “You cannot serve both
God and mammon.” In a world driven by material success, we are invited to choose
God as the master of our lives. St. Ignatius of Loyola offers a practical principle: we
should use created things “insofar as they help us toward our end” — eternal union
with God — and set them aside if they hinder us.

This parable calls us to examine our daily lives: Am | trustworthy with what God has
entrusted to me? Am | using my resources — time, wealth, relationships — for the good
of others and the glory of God? Like the steward, may we act with holy prudence and
prepare for the day when we will render an account before the Divine Master.
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