A Letter from Fr. Patrick Kizza
September 14, 2025

Dear brothers and sisters, lift your eyes to the Cross.

The story from the first reading which is taken from Numbers 21:4b-9 reminds us of
our human weakness. The Israelites, tired and weary in the desert, complained against
God and Moses: “Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert?” How
often do we find ourselves in the same place? When life gets hard, when plans don't
go our way, or when daily struggles pile up, we too can lose patience and begin to
complain.

Think of a mother juggling work, children, and bills. Or a student overwhelmed by
exams and uncertainty about the future. Or someone carrying the weight of iliness

or loneliness. In these moments, discouragement tempts us to see only the “desert”
around us. As C.S. Lewis wisely writes in his book, Letters to Malcolm, “Relying on God
has to begin all over again every day, as if nothing had yet been done’”

For Israel, the cure for their despair came not by eliminating the serpents, but by lifting
their eyes to the bronze serpent on the pole. In the same way, our healing comes when
we lift our eyes to the Cross of Christ. St. John of the Cross reminds us: “In the evening
of life, we will be judged on love alone.” The Cross is where love and suffering meet,
and where God transforms death into life.

Day by day, we too can “lift our eyes” by choosing prayer instead of complaint,
gratitude instead of bitterness, and trust instead of fear. For example, when a family
meal feels rushed, we can pause to thank God for the gift of food. When facing
criticism at work, we can silently offer that pain to Christ. Small acts of faith become
like the Israelites looking at the bronze serpent—they bring healing and keep us close
to God.

As we continue our journey as a parish family, let us also lift our eyes together in
gratitude for the gifts God sends us. | am delighted to welcome Maristella Lee as

our new music director for Saint Patrick. She brings with her great experience and
dedication, having been part of our choir since last year. Music lifts our hearts to God,
and through her leadership, may we continue to find strength and joy in worship.

Like the Israelites, we too are travelers on the way. Let us keep our eyes fixed on
Christ, our healer and our hope.
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