
August 24, 2025 
Dear Parishioners, 
This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 13:22–30) presents a challenging but hopeful invitation 
from Jesus: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate.” The image is striking — the 
narrow gate is not a wide, easy entrance, but one that requires effort, discipline, and 
discernment. It reminds us that to follow Christ is to live with a different lens, one 
shaped by the Gospel rather than by the shifting values of the world.
We live in a time when we are surrounded by sweet, enticing things that promise 
happiness, joy, goodness etc.  but often leaves us spiritually empty. As Christians, we 
must ask: Do I embrace everything this world offers, or do I carefully discern what truly 
helps me walk toward God’s Kingdom? St. John Vianney once said, “We do not keep our 
eyes fixed on heaven, we fall into the trap of the world.” The narrow gate demands that we 
see with eternal eyes, not just earthly ones.
St. Augustine reminds us: “You aspire to great things? Begin with the little ones.” The 
narrow gate is entered not by grand gestures alone, but by daily faithfulness — prayer, 
charity, humility, forgiveness, and steadfast love. These are often small in the eyes of 
the world, but in God’s eyes they are the building blocks of holiness.
In this journey, we take comfort in Jesus’ own words: “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). The narrow gate is not 
an impersonal challenge — it is Christ Himself. Our striving is not about self-reliance, 
but about walking with Him, trusting His grace, and allowing Him to shape our hearts.
Let us pause this week to express our gratitude to Dawn Isaia for her tremendous work 
as music director in our parish. Her dedication and gift for leading us in worship have 
helped open our hearts to God’s presence. We pray that her next step in life will be 
filled with blessings and joy.
We invite all parishioners to join us in offering thanks for Dawn Isaia by attending her 
Retirement Celebration Mass on Saturday, August 31, at 11:45 a.m. Let us gather 
as one community to honor her and to give thanks to God for the gift she has been 
among us.
Dear friends, the narrow gate may be challenging, but it is the path to life. Let us 
encourage one another, as St. Teresa of Ávila said: “Let nothing disturb you, let nothing 
frighten you; all things are passing; God never changes.” May we walk with courage, with 
our eyes fixed on Christ, until we meet Him face to face.
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