
December 14, 2025 � 3rd Sunday of Advent

www.stpatrick-lakeforest.org@SaintPatrickLakeForest @SaintPatsLF

To be a welcoming Eucharistic community by providing resources for spiritual growth and faith 
development, and encouraging service and discipleship to spread the good news of God�s Kingdom.
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Email:	 fjdefrank@sbcglobal.net

Parish Staff
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Email:	 mlee@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Joanne Manarik, Administrative Assistant

Email:	 jmanarik@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Faith Formation for Youth and Children
847-234-2179
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		    Youth and Children

Email:	 dmarshall@stpatrick-lakeforest.org

Yasmin Alba, Administrative Assistant, Religious Education
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Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 pm

Sunday:	  8:00 am, 10:00 am, 11:45 am in the Main Church

Daily Masses: 
Monday through Friday 8:00 am in the Little Church	

	 Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday: 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm in the Main Church 
or by appointment

	 Sacrament of Baptism
Sundays: 1:00 pm
Arrangements must be made in advance of the date. 

	 Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must to be made at least six to eight months 
prior to wedding. 

	 Sacrament of the Sick
Contact Fr. Patrick Kizza at 847-234-1401

	 Holy Communion for the Homebound
Please call the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

	 Children’s Religious Education and Formation
Mondays and Tuesdays, 4:30pm - 5:45pm
Contact Religious Education Office at 847-234-2179 

	 Sacraments, Visiting of the Sick, & New 
	 Parishioner Registration
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

	 Sacrament of Confirmation
Contact Dianne Marshall at 847-234-1401

	 OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
Contact the Ministry Office at 847-234-1401

	 Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
312--534--5254 www.archchicago.org
	

Bulletin Deadlines 
All articles must be submitted by noon of the deadline        

date. Please contact the parish Ministry Office.

	 Bulletin Date		  Due Date		

	 December 28		  December 12

	 January 4		  December 19

	 January 11		  December 30



December 14, 2025 

The readings for this Third Sunday of Advent invite us into a deep meditaঞ on on hope—hope that 
blooms even in the driest deserts of our lives. Isaiah paints a beauঞ ful image: �The desert and the 

parched land will exult… they will bloom with abundant fl owers.” (Isa 35:1). God promises that what 
seems barren, lifeless, or hopeless can suddenly become vibrant with new life. Many of us know 
what “desert days” feel like: the long wait for medical results, a child struggling in school, tension in 
relaঞ onships, or the loneliness that creeps in a[ er the holidays. Yet Isaiah reminds us that God is the 
One who makes fl owers bloom where no one expected life to grow.

St. Augusঞ ne once wrote, “God is closer to us than we are to ourselves.” Even when we cannot see Him 
at work, He is already transforming our deserts into gardens. A mother once shared that during a 
diffi  cult year, every prayer felt dry. But later she realized that those “dry prayers” were the very ones 
that strengthened her faith. She said, “The desert made me lean on God instead of myself.” That is 
exactly what Isaiah invites us to do: to strengthen feeble hands, make fi rm weak knees, and say to 
fearful hearts: “Be strong, fear not! Here is your God.”

In the second reading, St. James speaks directly to our modern world: “Be paࢼ ent… make your hearts 
fi rm.” (Jas 5:8) Paঞ ence is one of the hardest Chrisঞ an virtues today. We live in a culture of instant 
answers—instant food, instant messages, instant deliveries. Yet spiritual growth cannot be rushed. 
James off ers the simple image of a farmer waiঞ ng for the precious fruit of the earth. No ma� er how 
much he wants the crops to grow faster, he must trust the rain, the soil, and God’s ঞ ming. As C.S. 
Lewis famously said, “We must lay before Him what is in us, not what ought to be in us.” In other words, 
come to God as you are, and let Him work at His pace.

The Gospel brings us to John the Bapঞ st, who from his prison cell sends a haunঞ ng quesঞ on to 
Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come?” Even the greatest prophet experienced doubt. Yet Jesus does 
not rebuke him. He simply points to the evidence of God’s work: the blind see, the lame walk, the 
deaf hear, and the poor receive good news. Jesus reminds us that God o[ en reveals Himself not with 
loud announcements, but in everyday miracles—reconciliaঞ on between relaঞ ves, healing of a long-
held grief, or the unexpected kindness of a stranger. Pope Benedict XVI once wrote, “The world is 

redeemed by the paࢼ ence of God and ruined by the impaࢼ ence of man.” Advent invites us to enter God’s 
paঞ ent, gentle work in our lives.

On this Sunday of joy, I am profoundly grateful for our Religious Director and all our catechists 

who generously guide our children in faith. For our Advent event this year, our Religious Educaঞ on 
students focused on the Jesse Tree, a beauঞ ful Advent meditaঞ on on the story of salvaঞ on. They 
discovered how God planned from the very beginning to send Jesus as our Savior, just as He lovingly 
planned each of their lives. Every class was assigned a diff erent fi gure from the Jesse Tree and helped 
tell that person’s story in salvaঞ on history by creaঞ ng a visual symbol for them. These wonderful 
creaঞ ons are now displayed in the gathering space and in the hallways on either side of the church 
for our parishioners to enjoy and learn from.

As we conঞ nue this Advent journey, may we learn from Isaiah, James, and John the Bapঞ st. May we 
trust that God can bring life out of our deserts, that His ঞ ming is perfect, and that His presence is 
already healing and transforming our lives—o[ en in ways we do not yet see.

May joy fi nd a home in our hearts this week. Amen.

A Letter from Fr. Patrick Kizza



Sunday:	 Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/
		  Mt 11:2-11

Monday:	 Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday:	 Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday:	 Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17

Thursday:	 Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25

Friday:		  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25

Saturday:	 Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Next Sunday:	 Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

Sunday,  December 14
3rd Sunday of Advent

8:00am Mass - Fr. Patrick

10:00am Mass - Fr. Franzman
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
11:45am Mass - Fr. Jerry

Monday,  December 15
4:30pm RE Classes - PC

Tuesday, December 16
4:30pm RE Classes - PC

7:00pm Reconciliation Service - 
MC

Wednesday, December 17
8:30am Prayer Group - CR

8:30am Adoration - OC

6:15pm Benediction - OC

7:00pm OCIA - YR

Thursday, December 18
9:30am Thursday Morning 
Scripture Group - PC

Friday, December 19
OfÀces Closed at 12:30pm
Saturday, December 20
5:00pm Mass - Msgr. Dempsey

Sunday,  December 21
4th Sunday of Advent

WG Egg Nog Hospitality Sunday
8:00am Mass - Fr. Franzman

10:00am Mass - Fr. Patrick
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
11:45am Mass - Fr. Jerry

Monday,  December 22
No RE Classes

Due to early bulletin printing deadlines, financials are not available and will be updated in next week’s bulletin.

First Reading:

The Prophet Isaiah taught his community to “be strong, fear not!” 

because God has planned a remarkable future whre both the people and 
the land will be restored. Is there a friend or co-worker who needs our 
encouragement this week?

Second Reading:

James encourages his community to be patient and firm of heart in 
waiting for the coming of the Lord. What are you waiting for during this 
Advent season?

Gospel:

In prison, John the Baptist seemed uncertain about who Jesus is. Who do 
you talk to when you have questions about Jesus?

©LPi



Lt. Col. Patrick Burke, Jr., US Air Force 
	 Son of Patrick and Patty Burke
Col. Patrick J. Fahey, USMC 
	 Son of Tom and Marilyn Fahey
Lt. Col. Michael J. Koob US Air Force 
	 Son of Mike and Donna Koob
Captain Colt Marcyan, US Army
              Son of Ana and Carl Marcyan
Major General Stephen L. Davis, US Air Force,
	 Son of Karen Davis
Staff Sgt. Section Chief Joseph D. Whitley, US Army,
	 Nephew of Cathe Keres
Ensign Owen William Platt, US Navy,
  	 Son of Roger and Liz Platt
Cadet Reid Walsh, United States Military Academy,
	 Son of Allison & Brian Walsh
Lt. JG Matthew Croisant, US Navy
	 Son of Tom & Kim Croisant
Midshipman Joseph Remus, US Naval Academy
	 Son of Laura and Mark Remus
Midshipman Hugh Wilson Ludington, US Merchant 
Marine Academy
	 Son of Sarah and Steven Ludington

Sunday, December 14
8:00 am	
                                                                                  
10:00 am

 Jane S. Baylor, req. Ted & Liz Brandt
 Du Nguyen, req. The Nguyen family

11:45 am
People of St. Patrick Church

Monday, December 15
8:00 am

 Roseanne Barrett, req. Ted & Liz Brandt
 Joan Speranza, req. Tom & Judy DeMint	

Tuesday, December 16
8:00 am

 Judy Heraty, req. The Dick Heraty family	

Wednesday, December 17
8:00 am

 Sherleen Adler, req. From her family	

Thursday, December 18
8:00 am

 James Horak, req. The Lindquist family
 

Friday, December 19
8:00 am

 Stephen Andrusisian, req. Bruce & Beth Barger

Saturday, December 20
5:00 pm

 Dave Schilder, req. The Patty Schilder Heraty family
 Mary Ellen Kadleck, req. John & Mary Jo Sabalaskey
 Tom Sullivan, req. Pat Sullivan

Sunday, December 21
8:00 am

 Mary Margaret Reardon
         
10:00 am

 Gerry Manarik, req. The Manarik family
 Deceased members of the Braig family, 

	 req. Therese Ruedig
 John Farrell, req. Tim Bea Murphy
 Eleanor Liguori, req. The Slingerland family

11:45 am
People of St. Patrick Church

The Lake County Veterans and Family Services Foundation is 
dedicated to helping Veterans and their families get the military 
beneÀts they have earned. If you need help connecting with 
Veterans Administration or other related resources, please contact 
foundation representative Bob Gorman at robertegorman@

sbcglobal.net

Fr. Ronnie Calkins

Joseph Zittnan

Nicole Tallarico

Carolyn Welby

Florence Gatti

Jennifer Mikell

Gianfranco Isaia

Carolyn Cimarrusti Erickson

David Kozak

Patricia Tivnan

George Kouba

Crista Olufs

Darrel Folkerts

Patrick Fitzpatrick

Martin Henson

Sheila Anderson

Jeff Neumayer

Deb Boyter

Names added to the prayer requests will remain for 
1 month. To add or re-add a person please email

jmanarik@stpatrick-lakeforest.org or call 
the ministry ofÀce at 847-234-1401.

Our Sick

Our Deceased
Joan Rose Lucas



 

  
 

Trivia

Night

Saturday



Frederick William Kramkowski, son of Joseph and Amanda
Logan Alexander Freeborg, son of Kyle & Alice

Charles Patrick Crooks, son of John & Mary Claire

Congratulations!
Please join us in welcoming into our parish family 

those newly baptized in November

If You Need Help Call: A Safe Place, (847) 249-4450 
or (800) 600-SAFE (7233); 

Domestic Violence Outreach Ministry

Buy Box Top products, scan your receipt, and earn cash for schools.
Box tops go to help fund Most Blessed Trinity Academy in Waukegan.

boxtops4education.com





Are you looking for a way to slow down and find spiritual stillness 
amidst the Christmas rush? Our Advent courses o΍er a guided path to 

prepare your heart for the arrival of Christ.

Scan the QR code to learn more and sign up. 
Learn more about our short online courses by visiting our website: courses.usml.edu

Explore our Advent Highlights for your journey!

Advent Reconciliation
Tuesday, December 16

7:00pm in the Main Church

As we enter this holy season of watchfulness and hope, parishioners are invited 
to our Advent Reconciliaঞ on Service. Receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliaঞ on is 
a beauঞ ful way to renew the soul, restore our relaঞ onship with God, and prepare 

more fully for the Naঞ vity of our Lord.



Vicariate I  |  Spring 2026

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Are you an adult who missed receiving the 

Sacrament of Con�rmation? 

Preparation for Con�rmation 

for Vicariate I parishioners will 

be o
ered weekly on Mondays 

beginning Monday, March 16, 

2026, 7–9 p.m. 

St. Edna Parish, Door #2 

2525 N. Arlington Heights Rd.  

Arlington Heights 

Con�rmation Mass at St. Edna Parish on 

Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at 7 p.m. 

Registration closes on Monday, Feb. 27, 2026.

Cost: $70/person. 

Contact Lorie Crepeau for information and 

registration: lcrepeau@stedna.org  

847.398.3362, ext. 325.
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Love Your Floors and Home for Life.

Wilmette Showroom | 847-251-1200

Lake Forest Showroom| 847-295-3737

kashianbros.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Dorothy Jaworska

 
djaworska@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2105

847-634-8555
TuckpointingChimney.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

Master of Liberal Studies Program
For lifelong learners whose curiosity never ends

Spring 2026 Seminar:
Brain to Behavior:

Solving Mysteries, Exploring Frontiers

Contact us to enroll:
lakeforest.edu/mls • 847-735-5083

Thriveueducation.com
Susan@ Thriveueducation.com

	  Companionship	  Personal Care

	  Meal Preparation	  Medication Reminders

	  Light Housekeeping	  Safety Supervision

	  Transportation	  Family Respite Care

Patricia “PJ” Arthurs

847-616-8007
comforcare.com/Illinois/lake-county

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444

Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
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Ted Larkowski

Tim Larkowski

Lake Forest, IL

847-234-0022
www.wenbanfh.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATORY

Family Owned and Operated 
for 3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding   James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
1787 Deerfield Road

(847) 234-2280

      

“Above All a

Good Roof”

Residential • Commercial

Repair Specialists

847-362-0850

Libertyville

SECURITY ROOFING

• Our Trademarks are  

Quality, Integrity, & Trust!

• Family Owned & Operated 

Since 1976

• Heating, Cooling, Sewer & Water

847-433-3426
847-234-9143

www.PasquesiPlumbing.com

AT HOME WITH ALL YOURAT HOME WITH ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDSREAL ESTATE NEEDS

Gracious, knowledgeable, dependable.  Gracious, knowledgeable, dependable.  

A career real estate broker, Chris’  A career real estate broker, Chris’  

down-to-earth style and home prep  down-to-earth style and home prep  

skill puts clients at ease.skill puts clients at ease.

847-812-7265
chrispuszynski@atproperties.com

Parishioner, Catechist  

& Counsel Member

M A R I L Y N  M E R R I F I E L D

R E A L T O R  -  P A R I S H I O N E R
C E R T I F I E D  N E G O T I A T O R ,  M B A

S e r v i n g  c l i e n t s  a t  a n y  l i f e
s t a g e  a n d  p r i c e  p o i n t  w i t h

i n t e g r i t y  a n d  d i s c r e t i o n
t h r o u g h o u t  C h i c a g o l a n d .  

847-477-1822

marilyn.merrifield@cbrealty.com

www.marilynmerrifield.com

675 Forest Ave | Lake Forest, IL 60045

C O L D W E L L  B A N K E R  -  L A K E  F O R E S T

v
Special 
O�er: 

20% o� on 

Single

Sessions 

for  the 

First Month!

Speech & Language & Tutoring Clinic
Unlock Your Child’sUnlock Your Child’s

 Full Potential! Full Potential!
Contact Us for More InformationContact Us for More Information

(224) 768-8135
www.teachandspeachinc.com

Ewa’s Care L.L.CEwa’s Care L.L.C
Over 20 Years
Experience
Fully Insured Certified
Highly Recommended

847-736-7766

Working in Lake Forest PlaceWorking in Lake Forest Place

N

Medication Administration 

 Transportation

Health Monitoring  

Companionship

Meal Preparation • Flexible Hours

312-405-3484

Serving Chicagoland with heartfelt 

senior care for 20+ years.

Niki’s Caregiving Team


