




A Reflection from Fr. Patrick

Taking Up Our Cross and Following Christ

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reveals to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer, be killed, and rise

again. Peter cannot accept this. He loves Jesus and wants to protect Him, but Jesus responds strongly: 

“Get behind me, Satan! You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” Peter wanted a

Messiah without suffering, but Jesus teaches that the way to resurrection passes through the cross.

This Gospel reminds us that Christian discipleship is not always about choosing what is easy or

comfortable. Jesus says, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and

follow me.” Every person has a cross: illness, grief, family struggles, disappointment, loneliness,

responsibility, forgiveness, or the sacrifices required to love another person. The cross is not something

we seek, but when it comes, we can unite it with Christ and allow God to give it meaning.

St. Augustine taught that our hearts are restless until they rest in God. The world tells us that happiness

comes from success, wealth, recognition, and comfort, but Jesus asks, “What profit would there be for

one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” St. John Paul II repeatedly reminded Christians that

we discover ourselves through the sincere gift of ourselves. A mother sacrificing for her children, a

father caring for his family, a caregiver patiently serving someone who is suffering, or a Christian

forgiving someone who has caused deep pain—all are examples of taking up the cross.

The cross, therefore, is not the end of the Christian story. The cross leads to resurrection. When we

surrender our lives to Christ, we do not lose ourselves; we discover who we truly are. As St. Paul

teaches, our suffering can become united with Christ and bear fruit in love.

Today, let us ask ourselves: What cross is the Lord asking me to carry faithfully? Instead of running

from it, let us place it in the hands of Jesus. May we have the courage to think not as the world thinks,

but as God thinks, trusting that every cross carried with Christ can become a path toward new life.

Fr. Patrick Kizza
P A S T O R



Sunday, August 30

8:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick

Intention: † Bernie Peter, req. Sandy McBreen

10:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Franzman

Intentions:

† Dorothy D’Souza, req. Menuhin D’Souza

† Alice Balakrishnan, req. Bala Balakrishnan

† Gary Widman, req. Gail & Patrick Geary

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. McMahon

Intention: People of St. Patrick Church

Monday, August 31

8:00am  –  Mass

Tuesday, September 1

8:00am  –  Mass

Wednesday, September 2

8:00am  –  Mass

8:30am  –  Adoration - OC

10:30am  –  Immaculate Heart Bible Study - PC

6:15pm  –  Benediction - OC

Thursday, September 3

8:00am  –  Mass

Friday, September 4

6:30am  –  Men’s Group Mass - MC/PC

8:00am  –  Mass

6:00pm  –  Angelus/Adv. Prayer - MC

Saturday, September 5

10:00am  –  Women’s Retreat - MC/PC

5:00pm  –  Mass – Fr. Franzman

Sunday, September 6

8:00am  –  Mass – Msgr. Dempsey

10:00am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick

11:45am  –  Mass – Fr. Patrick

Labor Day — the Parish Offices will be closed on Monday, September 7.

BAPTISMS

Lillian Adeline Brown
Zachary & Mary Elizabeth

Cam Gregory Gerber
Erick & Nicole

Colleen Rita Flatley
Nicholas & Qi

WEDDINGS

Ryo & Joaquina Terada

Kyle & Myra O’Connor

Patrick & Gianna McGinley

PRAYERS

Please keep in your prayers …

The healing and restoration of the sick

of our parish and the needs &

intentions inscribed in our Parish Book

of Prayer & Prayer Wall.

There is a Parish Book of Prayer & Prayer

Wall to which you may add specific prayer

requests. Please notify the ministry office

to add a name to the prayer list if you are

unable to do so directly. Please know

these intentions are prayed for daily.

SCAN TO SIGN UP FOR ADORATION

GIVE ONLINE

Support St. Patrick through online

giving. Scan the QR code to visit our

GiveCentral page.

FINANCES

Sunday Collection for the Weekend

of August 22-23, 2026

Actual $13,643

Budget $17,650

Surplus/(Deficit) ($4,007)

Fiscal Year to Date

Ordinary Income $233,634

Ordinary Expense $240,558

Surplus/(Deficit) ($6,924)














