
September 28, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Today’s Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus invites us to reflect on how we treat 
those who are right outside our door. The rich man is not condemned because he was 
wealthy, but because he failed to see and respond to the suffering of Lazarus, who was 
lying at his gate. St. John Chrysostom once said, “Not to share our own wealth with 
the poor is theft from the poor and deprivation of their means of life.” In other words, 
when we ignore those in need, we fail to love as God loves. 

This Gospel is not just a story from two thousand years ago. It challenges us today: 
who are the “Lazaruses” in our lives — the lonely neighbor, the homeless person we 
pass on the street, the co-worker who feels invisible, the refugee, the single parent 
struggling silently? We are called to open our eyes and hearts. Pope Francis reminds 
us, “You pray for the hungry. Then you feed them. This is how prayer works.” 

As we reflect on this passage, let us also pray for the end of violence in our country. 
Violence creates many modern-day Lazaruses — people who suffer silently, families 
who grieve, communities that feel forgotten. Our faith reminds us that “nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:39). Even in tragedy, 
Christ is present, offering His peace and consolation. 

I am grateful that some of you share your joys, struggles, and hopes with me. Together, 
let us continue to make our parish a place where faith is nourished and every voice is 
heard. 

Finally, I am delighted to welcome Maristella Lee as our new Director of Music. Her 
experience and talent will enrich our worship, and we are blessed to have her on our 
parish staff. 

May we, like Lazarus, always trust that God is close to the brokenhearted, and may we, 
like Abraham, listen to the words of Scripture so that we may live with compassion and 
generosity. 
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