August 10, 2025 A Letter from Fr. Patrick Kizza

Dear Parishioners of Saint Patrick,

This weekend’s Gospel message is one that speaks directly to the heart of our faith and the way we live
each day: “Be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” Jesus does not intend
to frighten us with these words. Instead, He offers a wake-up call—a loving invitation to live our lives
with purpose, faithfulness, and watchfulness. His words call us to alertness, to vigilance, and above all, to
spiritual readiness.

In many aspects of life, we spend considerable time, money and effort preparing for the unknown. We take
out insurance on our homes, vehicles, and even our lives, all in anticipation of events we hope will never
come, disasters, illnesses. We build savings for the future, create safety plans for emergencies, and invest in
tools to secure our physical wellbeing. Why? Because we understand the value of being prepared. We know
that uncertainty is part of life, and so we plan ahead to protect ourselves and our loved ones.

Yet when it comes to our spiritual lives—our eternal souls—we often take less care. We delay conversion,
postpone confession, put off prayer, and neglect the things that nurture our relationship with God. We say,
“There’s still time,” or “I'll get serious about my faith later,” as if tomorrow is promised. But Jesus tells us
plainly that no one knows the day or the hour.

The question that arises for each of us, then, is deeply personal: If the Son of Man were to come right now,
am | ready to meet Him? This is not meant to make us live in fear, but to help us live with intention and love.
Preparedness does not mean living in panic but living in peace—because we are walking closely with the
Lord each day.

To be ready for the Lord’s return is to live a life rooted in faith:
e Alife of prayer, where we speak to God and listen to His voice in silence.
e Alife of charity, where we serve the poor, forgive those who hurt us, and love one another genuinely.

e Alife of Sacraments, especially frequent confession and the Holy Eucharist, which strengthen and
nourish our souls.

e Alife of vigilance, where we examine our hearts regularly and seek God’s mercy and grace.

Being spiritually prepared also means we do not allow the distractions and busyness of the world to numb
our awareness of God’s presence. Jesus warns us not to become complacent or drowsy in our faith. Rather,
we are to be like the wise servant—watchful and faithful, doing what the Master has asked until He returns.

The Gospel’s call to “Be alert, be vigilant, be prepared, and never be afraid” is a message of hope. We do not
live in fear of judgment, but in joyful anticipation of the Lord’s return. Christ is coming, not as a stranger,
but as a friend, a Savior, a Bridegroom longing for His people. We are invited to prepare not with dread, but
with love.

So, let us ask ourselves: How am | preparing my soul? Is my heart open and ready to welcome the Lord at
any moment? Am | living each day as a gift and opportunity to grow in holiness?

As we reflect on these questions, may the Holy Spirit guide us to live as faithful and vigilant disciples. Let
us encourage one another on this journey of preparation, remembering always that God is merciful, patient,
and ready to embrace us whenever we return to Him.

May the words of this weekend’s Gospel remain with us as a daily reminder: Be alert. Be vigilant. Be prepared.
And never be afraid. For the Lord is near to those who seek Him with a sincere heart.

| wish you all God’s blessing,

Fr. Patrick



