
November 23, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.

The Solemnity of Christ the King invites us to look upon the most unexpected throne in human 
history: a cross. As rulers mock Him, soldiers jeer, and bystanders challenge His identity, Jesus reveals 
the deepest truth about His kingship, not a power that dominates, but a love that sacrifices. The 
world recognizes kings by crowns of gold, armies, and authority. But on Calvary, we meet a King who 
rules by mercy, who refuses to save Himself so that He might save us.

We see this same contrast in daily life. Consider a person who has been wronged harsh words from 
a coworker, a broken promise from a friend. One path resembles the first criminal: responding with 
bitterness, retaliation, or mockery. The other path imitates Christ the King: responding with patient 
love, refusing to “come down from the cross” of fidelity and charity. When parents choose gentleness 
instead of anger, when a spouse chooses forgiveness instead of resentment, when a Christian admits 
their faults and asks for grace—they reveal the kingdom Christ brings.

Luke’s Gospel gives us a profound model in the Good Thief, traditionally known as St. Dismas. While 
one criminal echoes the world’s logic “Save yourself!”, the other sees what the powerful cannot: an 
innocent King whose authority is mercy. “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
At this simple plea, Jesus opens the gates of Paradise. Pope Benedict XVI once wrote that the Good 
Thief “shows us the courage to trust even at the very end,” reminding us that Christ’s kingdom is 
always near, especially for those who turn toward Him in humility.

Christian writers throughout the centuries remind us that Christ’s kingship is not imposed but 
offered. St. Augustine teaches that Christ reigns first in the hearts of those who believe, a kingdom 
formed by truth and charity rather than territory. C. S. Lewis adds in Mere Christianity that real 
allegiance to Christ the King shapes every corner of our lives, “not simply a part but the whole.” When 
we allow Christ to reign in our speech, our choices, our relationships, and our priorities, His kingdom 
becomes visible in the world.

The Solemnity of Christ the King reminds us that Jesus’ authority is grounded in self-emptying love. 
His crown is thorns, His scepter a reed, His throne a cross. Yet from that cross, He pronounces 
the most royal of decrees: mercy. And in doing so, He reveals a kingdom that cannot be defeated, 
because it is built not on force, but on the everlasting fidelity of God.

Today, may we echo the prayer of the Good Thief: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” And may we recognize His kingdom already breaking into our lives—in acts of patience, 
compassion, courage, and love. For this King does not wait for the powerful; He comes to the 
humble. He comes to us.
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